
 

This month:  Imagination will often carry us to worlds that never were, but without it we go 
nowhere.                       ' Carl Sagan 

View this email in your browser 

 

 

 

 

SWE: Congressional Visit in Washington D.C. 
by Irma Khan, SWE-CI President 
 

Last month I had the opportunity to participate in SWE's 2017 Capitol Hill Event 
in Washington D.C.. If you have not attended before, it is a unique experience. 
The first day consists of congressional visit training, with a brief review of public 
policy issues related to women in STEM. This is followed by perspectives from 
various coalition and committee members that reside in D.C. The congressional 
visits occur on the second day. Visits are made with a small group of SWE 
members organized mainly by region. I had the opportunity to meet with the staff 
of Senator Richard Durbin, Rep. Daniel Lipinski, and Rep. Darin LaHood.  
 
 
 
Here are a few highlights of what we advocated for this year: 

• Sustained funding for the National Science Foundation, a U.S. government agency that supports 
research and education for science and engineering.  The annual budget was $7.4B in 2016. 

• Upholding Title IX Protections that eliminate gender based discrimination for any education program 
or activity receiving federal funding. 

• Supporting STEM jobs & education efforts through the INSPIRE Women Act, STEM Opportunities 
Act, and Title IV, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act. 

Overall as I had the chance to speak, I focused the discussion on the importance of STEM education, and of 
course, on the need to have more women and diverse voices in STEM!  The discussions WERE somewhat 
dominated by the topic of funding as the Trump Administration had just that morning, released their proposed 
budget.  I stress "proposed", as staffers advised me that the proposed budget serves as a request 
only.  Though the SWE team had not had a chance to fully absorb the implications of the proposed budget, it 
was evident that funding was reduced for education and various other discretionary budgets.    
 



Overall I found the visit to be beneficial in learning about federal level involvement in STEM and reigniting my 
own passion for STEM advocacy. You can find more information on advocacy on SWE's All Together 
Blog.  Let's keep pursuing the mission!  

Irma Khan, SWE-Central IL President, 
Cheri Chappelle, SWE Special Director,   
and Rep. Darin LaHood, 18th District, Washington D.C.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SWE-CI Outreach - STEM Bootcamp for High 
School Girls 
 
The Outreach Committee is looking for 6 volunteers to help with the girls in the morning (9:30 AM - 1:00 PM) 
and another group of 6 volunteers in the afternoon (1:00 - 4:30PM) 
 
Event : 2017 SWE STEM Bootcamp for High School Girls  
Date:  Saturday April 22nd 
Time: From 9:30AM-1:00PM and from 1:00PM-4:30PM 
Venue: Olin Hall, Bradley University  
To volunteer please sign up at: 
https://goo.gl/forms/r5lyEAgzjKMa6Knm2 

 
SWE-CI - Light Up the World with Engineering 
 
UIUC’s Society of Women Engineers is hosting Light Up the World with Engineering: A Dads and Daughters 
Do Science Event (DADDS) on April 22nd from 9:00am to 3:00pm. DADDS focuses on introducing 1st through 
3rd grade girls and their fathers to engineering through hands-on activities and interactive demos. We’re 
looking to get girls involved in STEM from a young age by showing them how exciting engineering can be!�
�

Professional volunteers will (most likely) mingle and help during the day and be part of a Q&A panel. 
SAT April 22, 9:00 AM – 3:00PM�
Where: University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL�
If you're interested in volunteering please contact Marilyn Sudkamp at msudkam2@gmail.com 

 



 

Make Your Voice Heard 
  
SWE-CI ELECTIONS 
On behalf of the SWE-CI Nominating Committee, we are pleased to present the following slate of 
candidates for our SWE- Central Illinois elections.  We have included brief biographies for the 
candidates in case you would like to learn more about their backgrounds and what motivates them to 
improve our organization.    
 
Voting is limited to SWE-CI members and will be open for three weeks, closing on Friday May 
5th.  Please follow the link below to cast your 
ballot.  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFDQ_ZVy8-
68lwm0gaBKr1m87seUKYHwhqU5rBM3sddB37gQ/viewform?c=0&w=1 
 
President Elect Nominees:   
   Paroma Banerjee and Cheryl Verbeke  
 
Secretary Nominee:    
   Robyn Konen  
 
Treasurer Nominees:  
   Christiana Aguirre and Fiona O’Laughlin �
�

Thank you to all who took time to nominate both those for our elected positions and also our committee 
chairs. As a reminder, committee chairs will be appointed by our incoming FY18 SWE-CI President and 
announced at a later time.  
 
Thanks for your time and participation,  
 
The SWE-CI Nominating Committee  
Melissa McTavish, Jennifer Leustek, Monica Calugar  
 
SWE REGION H ELECTIONS 
March and April is Election season. Region H members should have received their electronic ballot to 
vote for FY18 Society and Region leadership (by 1 May 2017).  Two of our very own SWE-CI members 
are standing for the below positions, so don’t forget to extend your support to them!�
Click here to see the read the bio's of the nominees http://regionh.swe.org/professional-
nominations.html 
 
Positions: 

• Senator 
• Lieutenant Governor 
• Treasurer 
• Secretary 
• Region Representative to Society Nomination Committee 

 

 

 



 

2017 STEP Award: Laura Ruiz-Santamaria 
Congratulations to Laura Ruiz-Santamaria, Manufacturing Engineer Lead Planner on the East Peoria 
campus for MH&U! Laura was recently recognized by the Manufacturing Institute as a 2017 STEP 
Award Honoree for her efforts both at and away from Caterpillar. 
 
For more detailed information, you may click on the following link.  https://mhu.cat.com/en/employee-
resources/communications0/pushing-forward-2/archives/material-handling-
news/congratulationstolauraruiz-santamariaforwinningthe2017stepawardf.html?WT.mc_id=Newsletter 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

	
	
	



 
Outreach Update 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI: 4,390 students! 
 
Charles Lindbergh Middle School 

In March, we had another successful SWE Mentoring Session at Charles 
Lindbergh Middle School with 35 girls and 11 mentors. We 
created Power!  Yes, the kids made windmills with paperclips, cork, 
cardboard, tape, and a small DC motor.  The motor was hooked up to a 
voltmeter to register the voltage.  Lots of fun for the girls and thanks to all our 
volunteers who made it happens:  Krisie Rolli, Anupama Furtado, Jennifer 
Wilson, Praveena Jetty, Chris Stenger, Lisa Stark, Paroma Banerjee, Robyn 
Konen, Amy Frans, Heather Ulrich and Gina Riley. 
 
                  
 

3D Printing Workshop 
On March 14th, SWE-CI Outreach went to Morton IL to give a 3D Printing 
Workshop to the American Association of University Women. Christiana Aguirre 
talked about SWE Central IL and SWENext. Lisa Burt gave a very interesting 
presentation about the Applications of 3D Printing in Medicine and Katherine 
Duffy talked about her work at Cat during her rotation at the 
Additive Manufacturing Lab. The audience was very engaged and very impressed 
with the knowledge of our engineers. We also took our 3D printer for a 
demonstration and each guest received a 3D printed key tag with the AAUW logo. 
SWE and AAUW have been working together on the GEMs (Girls Excelling in 
Math and Science) Workshops. It has been a great partnership! Thanks Judy 
Griffin from AAUW for inviting us! 

 
Katherine Duffy, 

Judy Griffin (AAUW), 
Christiana Aguirre, 

 Lisa Burt 

  
 

 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	



	

River City Labs Recap 

SWE-CI hosted their spring technical tour at River City Labs in Peoria, IL on April 6th, 2017 with 14 members in 
attendance from Caterpillar, Peoria County Highway, and CMT Engineering. River City Labs is the first and 
only makerspace currently in Peoria. 

 
The tour featured a presentation by President and cofounder, Joe 
Spanier, walking through the journey of how a small group of 
passionate individuals transformed their desire of sharing ideas and 
technology with the community into a nonprofit organization with a “get 
it done” attitude and a strong sense of togetherness. 
 
The director, Jay Babin, spoke about their engagement with social 
development around the greater Peoria area, from hosting a Makerfest 
with IGNITE Peoria to attending local teacher conferences and 
engaging with OSF Jump Trade Simulation Center and the Peoria 

Economic Development Council. During the tour, members showcased some of their personal projects made 
with 3D and/or Laser printers as well as other various, donated or member-built, machines onsite. 
 
River City Labs is an innovation hub, a business incubator, and an engineer’s playground. However, the goal 
for engaging STEM related activities is more than that alone. SWE-CI members were impressed with River 
City Lab’s mission statement to help the community foster a “build your own” mentality. 
 
Participants were gifted a laser printed SWE logo wooden key chain, made 
by the 3D laser printing machine partially purchased, partially built by the 
Lab’s members using open-source hardware and software for minimal 
expense.  The members were a most welcoming group of individuals and 
encourage anyone interested in building, woodworking, gaming, coding, or 
generally all things techie, to join them in their passion to “create”.�
To learn more, visit http://rivercitylabs.org 
  

 

 

 
 

 



SWE Region H Recap 
 

‘Engineering through the ages’ was the theme of the SWE Region H 
or Heartland region conference held on 11 March, 2017 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Hosted by University of Michigan, Ann Arbor Collegiate section, it was a well-
attended conference, with representatives from 17 professional sections and over 50 
collegiate sections. The conference comprised of one full day of programming 
agenda, for both professional and collegiate members, including several technical 
tours, career fair, professional development talks and awards banquet. It was the 
last Region H conference, as going forward Region conferences will be replaced by 

Local conferences (WE locals), to be organized by the SWE headquarters. 
 
Several updates were shared by Region H Governor – Patricia Walker and other region level officers on 
Leadership Coaching Committee (LCC), FY18 nominations slate, Governance changes, region finances and 
2018 WE local conferences.  Thirteen members from SWE-Central Illinois took advantage of the Region H 
conference. 
  
WE Locals 2018 
In 2018, SWE will host 5 different WE local conferences in the cities of Milwaukee, Phoenix, Portland, 
Providence, and Tulsa. SWE-CI will have participation / presence at the Milwaukee one, but all local 
conferences are open to all SWE members. Registration links and volunteer opportunities will be shared in 
days to come. 
  
AWARDS 

SWE-CI was honored to receive two Region 
awards, one for Outreach and another for 
joint ERG (Employee Resource Group) 
event. Congratulations to the teams who 
worked hard to put together these amazing 
events! 
  
 
 

 
 
GOVERNANCE CHANGES (from SWE headquarters) 
The good news 

• In the past 10 years, SWE professional membership almost doubled; collegiate membership has 
increased >60%; conference attendance has tripled 

• Added virtual and face-to-face professional development, expanded K-12 programs, grown 
scholarships and amplified government relations and public policy efforts 

• We have enjoyed tremendous success, something all of us have worked toward during our time as 
SWE leaders 

So what’s changing? 
In order to provide more meaningful leadership experiences for our members and set ourselves up for success 
into the future, the following changes are being made by SWE headquarters - 



• Restructuring to take focus off geography (dissolution of regions by end of FY18) 
• Collegiates become voting members of Society 
• Nominations based on competencies (several senate and committee chair leadership positions at 

Society level will replace Region level leadership positions) 
• Section representatives will reduce to one (1) per section, and this position will be eliminated by end 

of FY18 
• Stay engaged and visit http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/swe-governance-updatefor more 

information, and to sign up for communications. 
  
Check out more highlights from the Region H conference, as they get updated 
on http://regionh.swe.org/ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed! 

 
SME: Tour of Caterpillar's Foundry Facility 
THU | 04.20 @ 10:00 - 11:30 AM 
Mapleton, IL 
Spots are limited so please RVSP by April 17th to Daniel Lattz 
Email: SMEChapter31@gmail.com 
 
OUTREACH: LIGHT UP THE WORLD WITH ENGINEERING 
SAT | 04.22 @ 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL, USA  
Email: Marilyn Sudkamp at msudkam2@gmail.com 
 
OUTREACH: 2017 SWE STEM Bootcamp for High School 
SAT | 04.22 @ 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM and 1:00PM - 4:30 PM 
Olin Hall, N Elmwood Ave, Peoria, IL 61606  
To volunteer, please sign up at: https://goo.gl/forms/r5lyEAgzjKMa6Knm2 
For questions contact : http://swe.ci.outreach@gmail.com 
 
WLI/PD: 
NASA’s Resource Prospector Mission Presented by Dr. Jacqueline Quinn Ph.D.  
MON | 04.24 @ 1:00 - 2:30 PM 
Caterpillar Building LC, 501 SW Jefferson Ave, Peoria, IL 61605 
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/m2tw3ad 
 
  

	



  
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives.  
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The purpose of this email is to provide monthly section sponsored activity updates to members and friends of SWE-
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