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This month:  “I READ RECENTLY THAT THERE ARE MORE
CEOs NAMED JOHN THAN THERE ARE WOMEN CEOs. I'M
CHANGING MY NAME TO JOHN AND MY DAUGHTER'S TOO" 
-A WORKING MOM ON RADIO

View this email in your browser

SWE CI: What's to come 
by Sowmya Nagesh, SWE-CI President 
 

Two months to go in this fiscal year and we have a busier time than ever with our
annual picnic and a prolific slate of our signature outreach events including a SWE
run space camp at the Dream Center . And now is also the time for you to vote for
the FY19 president-elect and secretary. We have an amazing group of candidates.
It’s time to vote for someone who will fully embody the selfless giving spirit and
mission of SWE. 
As I have reflected over the last year on all the wonderful things we have
accomplished, it gives me an immense sense of pride. When this section was
founded in 1992, no one could have possibly foreseen that we will grow to over 300
members. The next step in this journey is continue engaging these new members
and sharing all the good things that we have going on and promote it in your

workplace and community.  Encourage them to renew their memberships for FY19.   
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Candidate Biographies 
 
Thank you to those who nominated themselves or others for leadership involvement.  A special thank you to
those who affirmed “I Am With SWE” by accepting those nominations.  Below is the ballot of candidates for the
Section elected positions of President-Elect and Secretary, including biographies for each candidate.   
 
Please take a few minutes to vote if you are a paid Society member within the Central Illinois SWE Professional
Section.  The Election Survey will be open through May 2, 2018.  
Election Link 
Detailed Biographies can be seen on this link 
 
President Elect                                             Secretary 
     Megha Garg                                             Christiana Aguirre 
     Ranjani Rao                                             Robyn Konen 
  Ursula Towne             
       
 
President Elect 
Megha Garg

I joined the SWE family in 2013, after being a professional engineer for 8+ years. I was
introduced to the Society through other SWE-CI professionals at Caterpillar, and I found
SWE to be a great place to meet many talented women engineers, with common
interests and challenges. 
 
I am passionate about SWE’s mission & vision, and looking forward to sharing it with a
wider audience. As the President-Elect for the SWE-CI section, I would ensure that
increasing number of women currently in technical careers (or aspiring to be), have
access to resources, networking opportunities, and professional development tools,

already designed and provided by SWE. 
 
 
Ranjani Rao 

As a daughter of an Engineer and Teacher, and as a mother of two girls, my
engagement with Society of Women Engineers is deeply personal. I have been a strong
advocate of girls and women in STEM since high school, so it’s an honor to be
nominated this year to lead SWE-Central Illinois. Over the 13 years that I have been
volunteering for SWE, I have seen our Chapter grow from a little over 100 to now 300+
members strong; so, the impact SWE leadership has on its members and local
community is real and significant. 
 

SWE is where I found a means to connect with other engineering minds who were willing to go the extra mile to
keep the passion of engineering alive and harness it to build a better world.  If I am given the opportunity to lead,
I will endeavor to keep that passion running through next generation of SWE members. Engineering in the digital
world presents new set of challenges that is required to be tackled with an innovative and growth mindset. My
focus will be to provide SWE members a platform to shape their skills, tap into their potential and stay relevant in
this changing world. 
 
Ursula Towne 
 

My experience with the Society of Women Engineers has exceeded my expectations of
making new connections with amazing professional women and recently affording me
the great honor to represent Illinois Caterpillar and SWE in Washington D.C. to advocate
for STEM funding. I understand what it is like to be the sole supporter of my family and
what it is like to be forced to leave the workforce to care for my family. My youngest was
diagnosed with Duchenne’s muscular dystrophy which dramatically changed how I

organized my time and family support structure to balance work and family life

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiYblQrZgS6jc8Jsf7XTEoUe0rZfaarDhqv4650HA1q5P9nQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzusrX8fzlgkSWtnOE43WGtGQ25pVHdzcEFYaWxlenBXZGpF/view


6/18/2018 Campaign Overview | MailChimp

https://us14.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=685161 3/6

organized my time and family support structure to balance work and family life. 
 
I want to create additional support for women transitioning into the workforce or navigating through a hiatus or
job search. I am also incredibly motivated to bring engineering exposure and scholarship information to
disenfranchised and minority students struggling for career and educational opportunities. I want to increase
outreach event collaboration with like-minded area groups such as Quest Charter Academy, NSBE, Dream
Center of Peoria, GEMS, 4H Extension Office, WIN, Girl Scouts of America and local schools. I hope to serve
you, the local technical community and your families, to make this an organization of which members are
continually proud to be a part. 
 
 
Secretary 
 
Christiana Aguirre 

I joined SWE Central IL in 2011 when I moved back to US after living in Central America
for four years. I became a member of the Outreach Committee and in 2015 became the
committee Co-Chair.  
 
During the past three years, under my leadership, the number of outreach events has
grown to more than 35 events per school calendar year, new partnerships with other
non-profit organizations such as 4H, Girl Scouts, AAUW (GEMs) have been established
and the number of students reached out increased to an average of 3,000 students per

year. The Outreach Committee has won numerous SWE awards at the local, regional and national level. 
 
Robyn Konen 

I have been serving as the current Secretary for the Central Illinois chapter, and I am
thankful for the opportunity it has provided, allowing me to be more involved and
connected with both the leadership team and members.  I have enjoyed the secretary
role and would like to continue because my strengths are in communicating with others
and being organized to ensure our meetings run smoothly. 
  
I have also been part of the Outreach Committee the past two years, volunteering with
the Lindbergh Middle School Program, the Morton Library GEMS program, the STEM
Bootcamp, as well as organizing this year’s SWE booth and activities for Engineering

Day at the Peoria Riverfront Museum. I have been involved with SWE since college.

SWE Member Spotlight 
 
FY17 SWE-CI president Irma Khan 

 We are really happy and proud to see another milestone achieved by our
FY17 SWE Central Illinois president Irma Khan. She is the newly minted
District Manager in charge of Middle East Dealers for Caterpillar Inc. In doing
so, she is the first female engineer to be chosen for this role in the Africa &
Middle East Region in Caterpillar history. Congratulations and best of luck to
Irma Khan! 

 

https://acam.cat.com/en/employee-resources/acamweeklynews/archive/people-news1/irmakhan-dubaidistrictmanager-acamdsd.html
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April's SWENexter 
We have 3 SWENext clubs and a growing number of SWE Nexters in Peoria and surrounding areas. We are
highlighting a SWENexter every month. 

 Name : Nuyt Garcia

 Age: 16

 City: Peoria

 School: Quest Charter Academy High School

 Grade : 10th

 What is your favorite discipline at school?  Math.

What is your favorite music? My favorite music is anything relaxing.

What is your favorite movie? Maleficent.

What are your hobbies? Volleyball, hiking, drawing and organizing.

What would you like to be when you grow up? Why? 
I would like to be a Biomedical engineer because I enjoy science and I enjoy exploring different aspects
of biology.

Have you ever attended or volunteered at a SWE Outreach Event? What did you like the most about it? 
I have attended the SWE STEM Bootcamp for High School Girls. Something I enjoyed about the event
was the ability to work with others while being challenged. I also volunteered at the SWE Outreach Event
“The Launch”.

 

Outreach News 
Total Impact for FY18 SWE-CI: 3158! 
 
SWENext Club at Charles Lindbergh Middle School  
 

The students built bridges to support water bottles. They learned about
suspension bridges and had an exciting competition at the end! Thanks Ursula
Towne and Chris Stenger for organizing this session for our SWENexters. If
you are thinking of becoming a mentor in this monthly program, which has won
accolades at every level, please contact SWE-Central Illinois outreach
committee. This program will culminate with a field trip to Jump Trading
Simulation Center, which is funded by a generous grant from Exxon
Mobil's SWE Program development grant. 
 
 
 
 

 
Girl Scouts Robotics Badge Event with SWE and Dunlap Eagles Robotics Team
(DERT) 

Our awesome SWE member Karen Raab organized an amazing workshop
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Our awesome SWE member, Karen Raab, organized an amazing workshop
for Girl Scouts.. The girls programmed a robot using Lego Mindstorms and
afterwards went to Bradley University Coliseum to watch the FIRST robotics
competition. Christiana Aguirre, Jenny Zheng and high school students from
DERT helped the girls!!! And all this happened on Saint Patrick’s Day!

 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed!

 
 
 
SWENEXT CLUB LINDBERGH MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MAY 08TH FROM 9:00AM TO 2:00PM 
JUMP TRADING SIMULATION CENTER 
PEORIA, IL 
 
 
SWENEXT CLUB AND GEMS @ MORTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
MAY 15TH FROM 4:30PM TO 6:00PM 
315 W PERSHING STREET 
MORTON, IL 61550 
 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON CAREERS IN STEM 
WEEK OF MAY 7TH 
METAMORA GRADE SCHOOL 
815 E. CHATHAM ST.  
METAMORA, IL 61548 
 
SWE-CI FY18 PICNIC 
SUNDAY JUN 24 @ DETWEILLER PARK 1 -3 PM 
8327 NORTH GALENA ROAD 
PEORIA, IL 
 
 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/render?cid=swe.central.illinois%40gmail.com#main_7
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Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives. 

Copyright © 2016 Society of Women Engineers 
Central Illinois Professional Section. All rights reserved. 

 
centralillinois.swe.org 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 96, Mossville, IL 61552 
 

The purpose of this email is to provide monthly section sponsored activity updates to members and friends of SWE-CI. 
Update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 
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