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This month:  “SUCCESS IN LIFE COMES WHEN YOU SIMPLY
REFUSE TO GIVE UP, WITH GOALS SO STRONG THAT
OBSTACLES, FAILURE, AND LOSS ONLY ACT AS
MOTIVATION.”   - UKNOWN

View this email in your browser

SWE CI: A Month For History and Education
by Sowmya Nagesh, SWE-CI President 
 

This month as we celebrate Black history month, I want to reiterate how much work we
have left to do to make engineering an empowering and impactful career among every
strata of our population. Society of Women Engineers, Purdue University, National
Society of Black Engineers and Women in Engineering ProActive Network conducted a
joint study across American college campuses in 2015. They came out with a paper,
which was also a sub-topic at the ‘State of women in engineering’ session at WE17 in
Austin, Texas. Less than 1 percent of all U.S. engineering bachelor's degrees went to
African-American women. Of the 106,658 engineering bachelor's degrees awarded that
year, 937 went to African-American women, just a third of the number that were
achieved by African-American men. That gap, among others, represents "ignored
potential," according to this paper. Intersectionality is a term that can be used here to

explain some of this much larger gap in numbers of African-American women in an already large gap in numbers
of women in engineering in general.

I watched this gem of a movie ‘Hidden Figures’ last year, which celebrated the role of African American women in
STEM and the brains behind the legendary NASA programs of the 50s and 60s. After watching that, I wondered why
we had never heard or talked about Mary Jackson, the aeronautical engineer or Katherine Johnson or Dorothy
Vaughan, the mathematician. In the pre- Civil Rights Act era, Jackson had to petition the
City of Hampton to allow her to attend advanced classes. After completing the courses,
she was promoted to aerospace engineer in 1958, and became NASA's first black
female engineer.  There are so many more women that earn the right to be celebrated
not just this month, but every month.  So many untold stories that we can tell. So many
young minds we can influence by recounting the extraordinary dreams these women
realized in more challenging times. The present time can be just as challenging, if not
more. As we also celebrate National Engineers week this month, now would be the time
for you, me and every engineer to be a role model and glean that ‘ignored potential’ and promote engineering as a
way to reach the next milestone.  Let’s try our best to close the gap cited in the paper above and every study cited in
the past 50 years. They had their Apollo then. We have our Falcon now. Our next generation may very well have a
time and space bending payload carrier of the future.

Do You Still Have What it Takes? 
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This is the question I have been asking myself for the last two years.  My name is Katie Neal, and I have been an
engineer for over 15 years.  In the year 2013, my family and I made the decision to become an Expat family.  I had to
make the tough decision to take a leave from my career and support our cultural family in the country of Panama. 
This decision wasn't taken lightly, but we have always wanted to explore another nationality.  As any engineer would
do, I made a spreadsheet weighing the pros and cons.  In the spreadsheet, I took a poll of what others have done
before me:  I reached out to other women who have been the "Trailing Spouse".  There were many varying answers
to this question.  Some totally forgot about their previous life in their career, and focused on embracing the culture
and new life they were taking on.  Another individual took this time to expand her education.  Another, ensured
she stayed connected by doing part time work.  Well, what would I do....  I embraced the culture, took advantage of
the time to spend with my children, and focused on personal goals I have always wanted to do in life, like complete a
triathlon.  However, after a year, I really needed some stimulation with real talk between adults.  I just couldn't do
lunches and shopping.  It just wasn't me.  But, I was living in a country that did not permit me to work with my passion
of engineering.  So I took on the task of teaching young children of another language.  This day to day interaction
allowed me to embed STEM.  I was so close to taking on a full time position teaching STEM classes for 7th and 8th
grade at the International School.  But then... our move back to USA date was fast approaching, and I knew I could
not commit to a full year of teaching.   
 
Do I still have what it takes?  Well, I am back to work now for two and a half
months.  From personal experience, you may think you have lost so much
knowledge, but it comes racing back to you.  Especially your CORE knowledge. 
Your Deep Expertise does not get lost.  It is liking riding a bike.  You straddle the
bike, your body starts to wobble, and you think you can't do this.  But you know you
have to, and you don't give up.  You get on that seat, and take the first lunge.  Hey, I
can do this.  It isn't so bad.  Then comes an obstacle, you have to ride around that
sharp curve.  Do you lean too far in, do you stay steady, do you tip and fall?  There
will be obstacles in life, and even if you fall, you get back up and try again.  This is
what makes you stronger.  Do you race to the finish line?  Yes you race, but with a
steady pace, or you will soon burn out, and never make your goal.   
 
YES!!!! With 100% confidence now.  Believe in yourself, YOU CAN DO IT!! 
 

E-Week is Just Around the Corner FEB 18-24 
 
As we approach National Engineers Week, February 18-24, we will have multiple events to showcase our advocacy.   
 
Join us in person or listen to radio station WCBU 89.9 as the Mayor of Peoria proclaims Feb 18-24 National
Engineers Week, thanks to the efforts of the SWE-CI outreach committee.  SEE EVENT INFORMATION BELOW IN
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
February 18th, 2018 at the Peoria Riverfront Museum.  Like every year, there will be thousands of visitors.  Take
advantage of this free admission day at the museum; thanks to donations from SWE-CI, NSBE and other engineering
organizations.   
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Professional Development & Annual Awards Dinner
 

SWE-CI hosted its annual Awards Banquet and dinner at Bradley
University on November 30th, 2017 with guest speaker Dr. Elena
Gabor, Associate Professor of Organizational Communications.
She engaged the audience in discussions around workplace and
personal conflicts and how to avoid destructive behaviors through
proper communication. The evening began with a company
sponsorship check presentation from Sabrina Arrick of Illinois
Valley Plastics, followed by the presentation of section awards.
This year’s winners were Megha Garg for Distinguished Member
(not present), Sarita Kuppili for Outstanding Engineer, and
Amanda Martin for the Advocacy Award, a new award for SWE-CI
this year. SWE-CI wants to thank each of the award recipients for
their contributions to the section, the community and to the

advancement of STEM. 
 
Upon Dr. Gabor’s introduction, audience members were asked to provide examples of their own conflicts, and Dr.
Gabor offered ways to address and resolve similar situations. Her approach is centered on the understanding that
conflict revolves around a relationship. She refers to finding the interests within a dialogue as “TRIP”. Whenever a
conflict arises, Elena encourages us to take a TRIP: [Identify the Interests] Topic -- What do we want? Relational --
who are we to each other? Identity/Face-Saving -- Who am I in this interaction? and Procedural -- What
communication process will we use? She provided the audience with a list of 20 questions that can help directly find
those interests during a perceived conflict. 
 
Dr. Gabor engaged young leaders in the audience with scenarios and different approaches to promote productive
conflict, establishing and understanding your power currency, and maintaining trust through various conflict situations.
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The topic was relevant and useful for all in attendance including student members from Bradley, professional
members from Caterpillar, Illinois Valley Plastics, Illinois Department of Transportation, and 1 local high school
student. We walked away with a new perspective on communication and conflict. Dr. Gabor held a raffle at the end of
the presentation and awarded 3 members (drawn at random) with (humorous) “inspirational” posters to commemorate
the event.

    2018 WE Local Milwaukee
The Society of Women Engineers Local Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin is coming up in March! Registration is
open and volunteers are also needed for the SWENext Design Lab on Saturday, March 10. Learn more about WE
Local here!  
 
Date: March 9-11, 2018 
Location: Wisconsin Center, Milwaukee WI  
Cost: Registration prices can be found here  
Event Contact Email:  Paroma Banerjee  
Attendee Spreadsheet: Click Here 
 
Find more information about SWENext Design Lab here.  
 
If you are going the WE Local conference in Milwaukee, please add your information to this spreadsheet to stay
connected with your fellow attendees 

Outreach Update 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI:  974 students! 
SWE Mentoring Program at Charles Lindbergh Middle School
On the 25th of January the first SWE-CI SWENext club at Charles Lindbergh Middle School experimented with
“goldenrod” paper to learn about basic and acidic chemical testing. They made valentines using baking soda solution,
diluted ammonia, and lemon juice to draw secret messages and handprint valentines.

 
 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://welocal.swe.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wisconsin+Center/@43.0390558,-87.9163843,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x939affd8bbc869c5!8m2!3d43.0390558!4d-87.9163843
https://welocal.swe.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/WE-Local-Registration-Rates_Providence_Milwaukee-08-14.pdf
mailto:paroma.banerjee@gmail.com?subject=WE%20LOCAL%20MILWUAKEE
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1c1sebeHxLH8NSSJAM7wgrb_yvXcjEjqDuA6fwYw3mfU/edit#gid=0
https://welocal.swe.org/milwaukee/designlab/
http://eepurl.com/dkKnKD
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05767e7ecdda2ed8049620785&id=d65e6208fb
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=05767e7ecdda2ed8049620785&id=d65e6208fb
javascript:;


6/18/2018 SWE-CI Buzz Monthly Newsletter: February Issue

https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=05767e7ecdda2ed8049620785&id=cbd2be63da 5/6

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed!

 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE:  4H Clover Clinic 
SAT | 2.17 @ 9:30AM-12:00PM  
ILLINOIS CENTRAL COLLEGE 
1 COLLEGE DR. 
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611 
VOLUNTEER: OUTREACH 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE: CITY OF PEORIA PROCLAMATION OF E-WEEK 
TUES | 2.13 @ 6:00 PM 
PEORIA CITY HALL 
419 FULTON ST.  
PEORIA, IL 61602 
FOR EVENT DETAILS EMAIL PAROMA BANERJEE 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE: ENGINEERING DAY AT THE PEORIA RIVERFRONT MUSEUM 
SUN | 2.18 @ 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
PEORIA RIVERFRONT MUSEUM 
222 SW WASHINGTON ST.  
PEORIA, IL 61602 
SIGN UP GENIUS 
 
BLOOMINGTON NORMAL NORMAL COFFE KLATCH 
SUN | 2.24 @ 10:00 AM 
PANERA BREAD 
208 GREENBRIAR RD. 
NORMAL, IL  
RSVP: SUSAN TOHER  
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE: LAUNCH AT HICKORY GROVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
SAT | 2.24 @ 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
HICKORY GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
2514 HICKORY GROVE RD.  
DUNLAP, IL 61525 
CONTACT INFO: OUTREACH
 
SWE LOCAL CONFERENCE 
FRI  | 3.09 - 3.10 
MILWAUKEE, WI 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE: GIRL SCOUTS ROBOTICS BADGE 
FIRST ROBOTICS COMPETITION 
SAT | 3.17 
BRADLEY UNIVERSITY RENAISSANCE COLISEUM 
1600 W. MAIN ST.  
PEORA IL 61606 
MORE INFO
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Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives. 

Copyright © 2016 Society of Women Engineers 
Central Illinois Professional Section. All rights reserved. 

 
centralillinois.swe.org 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 96, Mossville, IL 61552 
 

The purpose of this email is to provide monthly section sponsored activity updates to members and friends of SWE-CI. 
Update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 
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