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SWE: Happy New Year Everyone! 
by Irma Khan, SWE-CI President 

 
After some rest and relaxation over the holiday break ( you did find some time 
for that right?), I'm always ready for reflection and then action! It's a great time 
to review the past year and to shape the upcoming one. As I reflect on the first 
half of our fiscal year, the accomplishments of our SWE-Central Illinois 
members and volunteers are amazing. In the first half of FY17, we; 

• Continued to shine in Outreach by partnering for the 7th year with 
Lindbergh Middle School, bringing all new science and engineering activities to 
the students. 
• We also made a new partnership with GEMS (Girls Excelling in Math & 
Science); where we brought "Little Bits" experiments to the group of students. 
• Held our first annual Fall Membership Kick-Off event where members 

could learn more about each of our committees and speak with Committee chairs. 
• Strengthened our relationship with Bradley University and University of Illinois students by continuing 

our networking events, graduation dinners, and mock-interview nights. 
• Offered opportunities for professional development, including a session on thinking skills optimization. 
• Honored SWE-CI Award winners, Ranjani Rao and Amy Moore-McKee, as we learned more about 

Peoria area developments from Jennifer Daly, CEO of GPEDC 
• Encouraged work-life integration by offering a variety of fun networking events. 
• Conducted our first Advocacy survey (the results are in and you'll soon be seeing the action from the 

Advocacy committee!).    
• Released a newly formatted Buzz as an e-mail newsletter! 

I'm confident that the second half of our FY17 will continue to be just as strong thanks to the leadership and 
support of our members and volunteers.  In 2017, I hope that you continue to include SWE-Central Illinois in 
your goals and activities for 2017. If there is anything that I can do to further your goals, please don't hesitate 
to reach out to me. 

 

 



 
 

                            
  

Congratulations 
Bradley December Graduate: Kathryn Curtis 
SWE-CI president Irma Khan and SWE-CI Bradley Counselor Kirsten Mauritzson celebrated the December 
graduation of Kathryn Curtis, a Bradley SWE member. We wished Kathryn well as she begins her career at 3M 
in Minneapolis and looked forward to several other executive board members graduating in May. Please join 
us for the May celebration with Bradley (date tbd)! 

 

 

 
 

 

Outreach Update 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI: 2,016 students!   
SWE-Outreach needs to take an additional moment to give thanks, ourselves, as an outreach entity, for all of 
the great community support and individuals that make these events happen throughout the year. We would 
not be able to make possible the tremendous collaboration with all the many local groups without your energy 
and enthusiasm. We owe gratitude to all of our SWE-Outreach volunteers. We are changing the direction of 
young people’s lives with our mentoring and guidance. Kudos! Let’s keep it going into 2017! 
 
Mentoring at Charles Lindbergh Middle School 
The 3rd mentoring session at Charles Lindbergh Middle School was held on November 15th.  The lesson was 
the Da Vinci self-supporting bridge experiment. The students worked in teams to complete the bridges and 
were given tongue depressors to continue the fun at home. It was a terrific day of confidence building in 
addition to bridges.  In addition the 4th and last mentoring session for 2016, took place on December 20th and 
focused on Fundamentals of Friction.       



 Thanks to all volunteers to help on that day:  Praveena 
Jetty,  Shruti Gour, Roma Mehta,  Jennifer Wilson,Krisie 
Rolli, Amy  Frans,  Paige Dodson, Lisa 
Walliker, Ursula  Towne and and  Christiana Aguirre.   
 
 Feel free to join us @ Charles Lindbergh  Middle School, 6327 
N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria,  IL 61614. Contact:  Gina 
Riley,  rileygm@cat.com 
 
  

 
 
Girls Scouts of America - 
Brownies 
The Everyday Engineers Event took place at the Girl Scout facility 
on Lake in Peoria, IL at the end of November. The student age 
group represented was 5-9 years. Volunteers included: Christiana 
Aguirre, Katherine Duffy, Robyn Konen, Ursula Towne, Manisha 
Prakash, and Pragati Sapute. The Open House featured various 
science experiments as well as SWE activities such as Little Bits, 
Artbots, catapults, and the Da Vinci self-supporting bridge design. 
60 students passed through the event on this busy weekend and 
received a SWE-Girls Scouts badge and a Future Engineer Certificate. 
  

 
Job Shadow at Caterpillar Technical Center 

Alyssa Bowes, daughter of Rich Bowes, joined up with TCL’s Ursula 
Towne, a senior diesel engine test engineer, to get an opportunity to 
experience the Caterpillar Technical Center in Mossville on December 
13th. Alyssa is a high school senior who has been accepted into Iowa 
State University with an undecided discipline of engineering. She toured 
the campus and got to meet many Cat folks that are experts in their 
fields. Rosalee Martinez-Weber (Quality supervisor) loaned her steel 
toed shoes for PPE for the day. Hameed Madwar and Galen Faidley 
gave her a chance to tour the Visualization lab in TC-F to experience an 
immersive virtual reality environment and learn how Caterpillar uses this 
technology. Brian Call and Dan Larson provided a tour of the Fatigue 
Lab in building K so she could understand the materials testing 
performed in the lab. Bldg K's Innovation Accelerator/ MakerSpace/ 
Additive Manufacturing tour was arranged by Alma Brown and provided 
by Cat retiree (and excellent tour guide) Bill Polk. Alyssa also got to see 
what Caterpillar is doing with the application of augmented reality and 
virtual reality with an outstanding demonstration of the latest machine 

servicing tools being developed, given by Lonny Johnson. The tour allowed Alyssa to get an idea of what 
many types of engineers do for Caterpillar.   

 



 
Breaking Local News! 
Our SWE-CI Outreach team got some fabulous publicity from local CI News WEEK HOI-18 on their Good 
Company series. Please check out the link below to see an interview with our own Christiana Aguirre about all 
the amazing things we do here in central Illinois. Great job, Christiana and to everyone involved in SWE and 
Outreach!   
 

 
 
  
  

 

 

New SWE-CI Member Spotlight: Katherine Duffy 
 
  Why did you join SWE?  
 
I originally joined SWE during my freshman year of college. I 
was already a part of a STEM mentoring program and my 
mentor brought me to a SWE meeting and the rest was 
history. My reasons for joining SWE varied from wanting to 
meet other women in engineering, to wanting to get involved 
on campus and in the community. When I joined the 
Caterpillar team earlier this year I was not quite sure how to 
get involved in the local professional chapter. It wasn't until I 
got involved in the Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work 
Day event that I joined SWE - CI and the Outreach 
committee.  
 
What were your expectations from this group? 
  



In joining SWE I expected to meet a group of women who were brought together by their interests 
and work in engineering. Little did I know, I would meet some of my best friends and many inspiring 
women throughout the group. In college I found women who had shared interests, and became a 
great network in my classes and studies. Here in Central Illinois, I have met many inspiring women 
who share a passion for STEM outreach. 
  
A brief biography: 
 
My journey to Central Illinois started in May 2015 for an internship with Caterpillar. In December 2015 
I graduated from the University of Central Florida with a Bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering 
and accepted a full time position with Caterpillar Inc. In February 2016 I started in my home group of 
Medium Vee Engine Performance as part of the Engineering Rotational Development Program. Since 
moving to Illinois I have become further involved in my rotational program, taking on a leadership 
position as the Introductory Development Program Chairperson. Additionally I have joined the SWE-
CI Outreach Committee and volunteered at local events to get more connected to the community.  I 
enjoy Golf, traveling, and animals of all kinds. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SWE Region H               
Leadership Role 
Opportunities 
The University of Michigan is sponsoring the 2017 
SWE Region H Conference. 
With the arrival of the New Year, it is time seek 
candidates for Region H leadership. SWE-CI section 
falls in Region H or Heartland region. The Region 
Nominating committee is looking for FY18 nominations 
of  

• Lieutenant Governor 
• Secretary 
• Treasurer, Senator 
• Regional Collegiate Representatives (RCRs) 
• Region Collegiate Communication Editor (RCCE) 
• Region Collegiate Senator (RCS) 
• Society Nominating Committee Region Representative.  

We are now open to call for candidates and look forward to your recommendations of self or fellow SWE 
members as leaders for the Region.  The FY18 Form describes the positions and qualifications, along with a 



five point request for information from the applicant to complete and submit by February 6th, 2017.   
 
Please contact SWE-CI Section Representative - Megha Garg at mailto:megha83@gmail.com.  For the FY18 
nomination form, and contact Angela at mailto:ALNeidermire@yahoo.com to submit the form.  
 
Thank you from the Region H Nominating Committee for your consideration.  
http://regionh.swe.org/ 
http://regionh.wordpress.com/  
  
Act Fast: Regional Conference Registration Closing 
Jan. 25th 
 
The University of Michigan is sponsoring the 2017 SWE Region H Conference to be held: 
March 10-12, 2017 
Ann Arbor, MI 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Engineering Day at Peoria Riverfront Museum 

The Outreach committee is looking for 15-20 volunteers to help celebrate Engineering Week at the Peoria 
Riverfront Museum! We will be hosting several tables focusing on fun engineering topics, Innovative 
technologies, and more! Last year we had over 1500 visitors at our booth, and we hope to have even more this 
year!   
If you are able to donate your time, please click on the link and complete the 
survey: https://doodle.com/poll/997zq2frsgdcsbip 
For more information regarding the event, you may click on the following 
link: http://www.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/posts/700 
 
Date: February 19, 2017 
Time: 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Location: Peoria Riverfront Museum, 222 SW Washington St Peoria, IL 

 



 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed! 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Members Lunch and Learn 
WED | 01.18 @ 11:00AM - 12:00 PM 
100 NE Adams St., Peoria, IL 61629 or via Teleconference 
 
EXTRA EVENT: Hidden Figures Movie and Dinner 
TUE | 01.24 @ 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
DINNER: Flat Top Grill Grand Prairie 
MOVIE @ 7:00 PM Grand Prairie 18 
RSVP Here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa9QjYf1-
hojRFIPufCVKKxs5W2VGY-0PFzzgBca08e7osPQ/viewform.  
 
WORK LIFE INTEGRATION: Vino Van Gogh 
SUN | 03.05 @ 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Coventry Farms Clubhouse, Germantown Hills, IL 
Costs $33.00 
 
FY17 Region H Conference 
Act Fas: Registration closing Jan. 25th 
March 10-12, 2017 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, MI 
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

 

  

 
 

 

  
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives.  
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