
 

This month:  It's NOT WHAT YOU DO for your children, It's what you TAUGHT them TO DO FOR 
THEMSELVES, that will make them SUCCESSFUL human beings.     - Ann Landers 
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SWE:  
by Irma Khan, SWE-CI President 

 
As I pen my final President's Letter for this fiscal year, my thoughts are of 
renewal. In my mind, there is no better embodiment of renewal than the 
season of spring itself.  Spring reminds us that the process of turnover and 
new life is only natural. And it is with that mind set, I enter the upcoming 
transition period to the new SWE-Central Illinois leadership team. I am 
confident that the new group of leaders will continue to advance our mission 
with commitment and unparalleled enthusiasm.  
 
And it is my hope that all members and volunteers are inspired by the 
season to reflect on how we can reinvigorate our commitment to advancing 
causes for women in engineering and STEM education. This may mean 

volunteering for a new committee in the next fiscal year,  providing a helping hand in K-12 outreach efforts, 
or trying out a new work-life integration event. Whether you are motivated by meeting new people, the 
satisfaction of impacting young minds, or your professional development,  SWE-Central Illinois will continue 
to offer venues and programming to enable your passion.  I hope to see you at our upcoming annual SWE-
CI Picnic, Sunday, June 4th, to reflect on the fiscal year and enjoy time with our families and friends.      
   
It has been an honor serving as the SWE-CI President and I aim to remain active with our Section with 
renewed vigor. Thank you 
 
Look for a special edition of the Buzz coming soon to announce the next SWE-CI leadership team!  
The Buzz will take a break in June to allow for the transition and start back up in July.    

 

 

 
 

 



 

          SWE CI Members Picnic in the Park 

                                          Sunday, June 4th, 2017 
                                                 12:30 - 2:30 PM   

 
Enjoy this opportunity to get-together with your SWE friends & families. Food, drinks, bocce 
ball & bags provided by SWE CI. Playground, skate park and baseball diamond are in close 
proximity. Bring a skateboard, mitt, bat and ball. 

  

 

New Member Spotlight 
 
Megan Schott 

 
 
A Brief Biography: 
I am a EE and a mom of two kids, ages 1 and 3. I work in Telematics System Test Automation at 
Caterpillar. I previously worked at Tellabs, Rincon Research Corporation, B&B Electronics, and 
Motorola. I grew up in Ottawa, Il and graduated from UIUC and NIU with my bachelor’s and master’s 
in EE. My focus in school was on DSP and communications.  Outside of work I am keeping busy 
with my kids, but I also make time to cook and work out. My husband and I enjoy trying different 
beers and attending the occasional beer festival. We also try to travel as often as we can. 



 
Why did you join SWE? 
I joined SWE after attending the 2013 SWE conference in Baltimore, which was an awesome 
experience. I was excited to find a group where I could meet other local women in engineering and 
attend events with interesting speakers.  I have been a member of the Work/Life Integration 
Committee for a few years.  Some of my favorite events have been the tour of the Peoria Zoo and 
the annual picnic and brunch. 
 
What were your expectations from SWE-CI? 
I hope to continue to meet and connect with interesting and intelligent women (and men) in Central 
Illinois and to have the opportunity to attend both social/networking and professional development 
events. 
	

Outreach Update 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI:  4,460 students! 
 
CHARLES LINDBERGH MIDDLE SCHOOL 

The 8th year for the SWE mentoring program at Charles Lindbergh Middle 
School concluded in April with the fun, traditional ice cream making session. 
Event volunteers for the day were Chris Stenger, Gina Riley, Krisie Rolli, 
Anupama Furtado, Praveena Jetty, Shruti Gour, Lisa Walliker, Paige Dodson, 
Heather Ulrich, and Holly Teig. Thanks, ladies, for another successful year at 
Charles Lindbergh. You can see it in the faces of the students. Nice work! 
The 2016-2017 Charles Lindbergh Middle School mentoring season will wrap 
up their school year with a field trip to the Peoria Riverfront Museum to watch 
Dream Big and also partake of the Light Spectrum Workshop on May 17th 
from 10:00-1:30. There is still a chance to participate by contacting 
coordinator Gina Riley rileygm@cat.com 
 

                  
  

 
2nd ANNUAL STEM BOOTCAMP 
 
On April 22nd, SWE hosted an all-day STEM Bootcamp at Bradley University 
for 22 girls. This was a huge undertaking that would not have been remotely 
possible without the dedication, communication, and team work put forth by 
an orchestra of volunteers, speakers, and role models from University of 
Illinois Extension Office, Bradley University, and local professionals. In 2016, 
Sowmya Nagesh was the original innovator who came up with the plan to 
have intense all-day sessions focused on empowerment, student networking, 
and engineering projects to engage high school students who may be 

considering STEM careers. With her support and the help of the 2017 Bootcamp committee members Christiana 
Aguirre, Karen Raab, and Ursula Towne, SWE-CI came back a second year with our series focused on engineering 
disciplines. This round featured electrical engineering, computer engineering, and chemical engineering speakers 
and experiments. The girls had a fun time with hands-on experiments that engaged their attention throughout the 
entire day. We have to take the time to thank the exceptional group of people who made this extraordinary event 
possible: Engineering Discipline Speakers Leah Cramer, Sowmya Nagesh, Xavier Horton, and Melissa Dettmann,  
 



 
 
 
and lastly our thought-provoking wrap-up speaker: Jada Hoerr. Thank you, everyone, for educating and inspiring our 
talented group of young women. Immense appreciation for all the 
organizing work performed by the University of Illinois Extension Office, 
namely Judy Schmid and also Dr. Sherri Morris from Bradley University for 
arranging the venue. Volunteers who helped with the day of this event 
were: Ursula Towne, Christiana Aguirre, Karen Raab, Gina Riley, Pragati 
Satpute, Robyn Konen, Katherine Duffy, Stephanie O'Neill, Aurora Delgado 
(Bradley Student), and Judy Schmidt (University of IL Extension), It is you 
who truly connect with the participants and give them the great impression 
of the event. We also could not have done this without the patience of the 
planning committee member’s families. Thank you all so much for your 
support and continued patience! 
	
	

	

 
 

 

Dr. Quinn NASA'S Resource Prospector 
Mission 

 
On Monday April 24th, around 80 people attended Dr. Quinn's in-person presentation at Caterpillar Building 
LC.  Dr. Jacqueline Quinn, is the Payload Project Manager for the NASA's Resource Prospector mission.  She 
presented the first mining expedition on the moon.  The event was hosted by SWE CI Professional 
Development and Work Life Integration committees. Dr. Quinn shared that this mission is scheduled for early 
2020s and after a 3-day journey from the Earth to the moon, the lander will set down on the lunar surface and 
deploy a rover carrying the ISRU instruments. As the rover traverses the lunar surface, it will use prospecting 
tools to search for sub-surface water, hydrogen and other volatiles. When an appropriate location is found, a 
drill will extract samples of the lunar regolith from as deep as one meter below the surface. The sample will be 
heated in an oven to determine the type and quantity of elements and compounds such as hydrogen, nitrogen, 
helium, methane, ammonia, hydrogen sulfide, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide – and most 
importantly, water. Harvesting consumables and fuel off of Earth is an important step in truly pioneering 
space.  



 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed! 

 
OUTREACH: FIELD TRIP WITH CHARLES LINDBERGH MS 
WED | 05.17 @ 10:00 AM - 1:30 PM 
PEORIA RIVERFRONT MUSEUM 
PEORIA, IL 
 
WLI: 
ANNUAL SWE-MEMBERS PICNIC   
SUN | 06.04 @ 12:30 - 2:30 PM 
MIDDLE SHELTER AT VETERANS PARK 
FON DU LAC PARK 
400-500 BLOCK OF SPRINGFIELD RD.  
EAST PEORIA, IL 
RSVP BY JUNE 01: https://tinyurl.com/m2tw3ad 
 
  

 

  

 
 

 

  
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives.  

 
 

  

  



 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 
 

 

Copyright © 2016 Society of Women Engineers 
Central Illinois Professional Section. All rights reserved. 

 
centralillinois.swe.org 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 96, Mossville, IL 61552 
 

The purpose of this email is to provide monthly section sponsored activity updates to members and friends of SWE-CI. 
Update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 

 

 
 

	


