
 

This month:  Voltaire "The biggest reward for a thing well done is to have done it". 
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SWE: A Dose of Inspiration at #WE16 
by Irma Khan, SWE-CI President 
 

Having recently returned from the Society of Women Engineer's Annual Conference, 
WE16, I am inspired and ready to go! WE16 was the biggest and best yet for SWE, 
with over 11,000 attendees gathered in downtown Philadelphia to experience the 
networking, discover career opportunities, pursue professional development and of 
course to celebrate the notable accomplishments of fellow women engineers. Yes, 
attending the largest conference in the world for women engineers is a whirlwind, but 
there are opportunities to personally connect with an amazing network of peers, 
speakers, and other women leaders. Between attending SWE business meetings and 
recruiting for Caterpillar at the (enormous) career fair, I also had the opportunity to 
celebrate and congratulate Award winners from Caterpillar, Holly Teig, Mindy Rapp, 

and Jeff Redmon, and Award winners from other companies, catch-up with friends I only see at SWE 
Conference, and attend insightful professional development sessions.  SWE-Central Illinois had a strong 
contingency at the Conference and I was honored to be among them.    
 
WE16 was the re-charge I needed to help me finish my 2016 strong in all areas of my life,  family, community, 
SWE, career, and grad school.  Reading this month's Buzz you'll see there is no shortage of inspired women in 
Central Illinois, including the SWE-Central Illinois Award winners, Amy Moore-McKee and Ranjani Rao.  So 
here's to SWE for another successful WE Conference and here's to all of you for making the magic happen 
here at home.   
 

 
 

 
 

	
	



SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Congratulations 
2016 National SWE Award Recipients 
Fellow Grade:  Holly Teig 
Prism Reward:  Mindy Rapp 
Spark Award:  Jeff Redmond 
For more information please refer to the following link:  
http://centralillinois.swe.org/uploads/2/0/2/4/20240365/society_level_swe_award_winners_ci_members_2016.
pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2016 SWE-CI Section Award Recipients 

  
Distinguished Member Ranjani Rao has been selected as the 2016 
Central Illinois Section of the Society of Women Engineers Distinguished 
Member Award Recipient. Ranjani has demonstrated devotion to the 
section and consistently volunteers and delivers on her commitments.  She 
leads by example and has been a key contributor in making the section 
what it is today and we thank her.  We look forward to all the exciting things 
we can achieve with your continued leadership. 
 
  
  
Amy Moore-McKee has been selected as the 2016 Central Illinois Section 
of the Society of Women Engineers Outstanding Engineer Award 
Recipient. Amy is an influential leader within Caterpillar, known for 
developing and integrating new technologies and leading teams 
responsible for several innovative products.  Additionally, she is committed 
to developing future engineers through mentoring and formal pipeline 
development.  We look forward to the continued achievements she will 
make in the field of engineering and her dynamic leadership. 
  

 
For more information please refer to the following link: 
http://centralillinois.swe.org/awards.html 

 
2016 SWE-CI Collegiate Award Recipients 
Bradley University - Collegiate Counselor Kirsten Mauritzson 
Outstanding Collegiate Section Gold Award 
Membership Award - Collegiate Transition, Medium Section 
Membership Award - Collegiate Membership Recruitment, Medium Section 
Membership Award - Membership Retention, Medium Section 
Membership Award - Collegiate to Career, Medium Section 
 
University of Illinois - Collegiate Counselor Ann Peedikayil 
Outstanding Collegiate Section Gold Award 
Boeing Multicultural Award 
Membership Award - Collegiate Memborship, Large Section 
Membership Award - Collegiate Transistion, Large Section 
Outstanding Collegiate Member - Anna Lucrezia Oldani 
1st Place Grad Student Poster Competition - Angeli Gamez 
3rd Place Grad Student POster Competition - Grace Pakeltis 
 
Michigan Tech University- Collegiate Counselor Britta Jost 
Outstanding Collegiate Section Silver Award 
Boeing Team Tech Design Competition -1st place 
 
 
 
 

 



Peoria 40 Leaders Under Forty 
 
Congratulations to two of our very own local SWE members who were elected as the Peoria 40 Leaders Under 
Forty.  Sowmya Nagesh and Paige Dodson.   

  
Sowmya Nagesh: Senior Design Engineer Caterpillar Inc. 
Sowmya Nagesh leads machine system validation for CAT Electronics and works 
with process partners to develop specifications for desired machine functionality. 
She has spent six years at the company designing electrical/electronic systems, 
developing software and testing new systems integrations to ensure a quality 
product release. For more information, please connect to: 
http://www.peoriamagazines.com/ibi/2016/nov/sowmya-nagesh 
 
 
 
 

 
Paige Dodson: Structural Designer, Farnsworth Group 
Paige Dodson has spent the last seven years applying her design and development 
skills to facilities in healthcare, education, government and other fields. She has been 
involved in more than a dozen notable design projects throughout the region, including 
the Cancer Research Center at the University of Illinois College of Medicine, Harrison 
Homes and the Peoria Public Library’s North Branch. 
For more information, please connect to: 
http://www.peoriamagazines.com/ibi/2016/nov/paige-dodson 
 
 
 
 

Rachel Quam, SWE-CI Awards Chair 
quam_rachel_l@cat.com 

 

 

 
 

 

Outreach Update 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI: 1,800 students!  Up from 282! 

October took a huge leap in number of students reached by 
SWE in going from 282 to over 1,800 with some world-class 
events through IG STEM and the Girl  Scouts of Central 
Illinois and continued participation with Charles Lindbergh 
and GEMS. 
 
IG STEM 
IG STEM organized by WIN (Women’s Initiative Network) 
was a fantastic success and was situated at the Caterpillar 
Tech Center in Mossville, IL. The two day event included 
opportunities to experience the Caterpillar Innovation Center 
as well as performing hands-on experiments presented by 



SWE Outreach. There were good opportunities to learn 
about the things Caterpillar does and how important each of 
the students’ contribution might be to the next wave of 
scientists and engineers in the world. The hands-on 
experiments were the “Marshmallow Challenge” and making 
a security device to protect Halloween treats using Little Bits. 
 
                                 
SWE Outreach has the most amazing volunteers!!!!  Ursula 
Towne, Karen Raab, Kat Duffy, Teresa Cushing, Lisa 
Burt, Heather Sweeney, Robyn Konen, Becki 
Morgenstern, Laura Ruiz Santamari, Anna Moon, Anna 
Dahlin, Lauren Terzinski, Emilie Egan, Natalie Chavez, 

Cheryl Verbeke, Sally Machala, Tara Rossman, Jessica Chouinard, Binyue Hou, Cindy Lv, Manisha 
Prakash and Christiana Aguirre. 

 
 
Big Tap Campout 
Big Tap Campout at Tapawingo in Metamora, IL with the Girl 
Scouts of Central Illinois is a camp like no other where girls 
have the opportunity to become empowered with an overnight 
campout experience followed by a full day of fun and learning, 
with SWE experiments and much more! 
 
Volunteers Katherine Duffy, Christiana Aguirre, Karen Raab 
and Ursula Towne headed up the SWE tables in the lodge at 
the event. About 300 students built bridges, catapults, and had 
fun with the pencil resistor experiment. The kids also learned 

about 3D printing and received a 3D printed keychain designed by our talented engineer Karen Raab! 
 

Explore Manufacture Day 
Exploring Manufacturing Day was held at Woodruff Technical Center on October 
18th & 19th.  Over 800 students from schools around Central Illinois got to 
experience various activities related to manufacturing. SWE led a hands-on activity 
using Little Bits. The teachers and students were impressed with their ability to 
quickly build functioning light sensitive alarm circuits.  Prathima Gollapudi, Karen 
Raab and Lacy Bright were the SWE volunteers who made this outreach event 
successful. Such a huge event, way to go, Ladies 
 
 
 
  

 



 
GEMS 

SWE Outreach joined with  
GEMS again this month at the Morton Public Library on 
October 26th.  Outreach volunteers Natalie Chavez, 
Christiana Aguirre, and Ursula Towne worked with the 
GEMS group to build Da Vinci Self-supporting bridges (which 
evolved into tongue depressor bridges) followed up by a full 
demonstration of the SWE 3D printer which truly fascinated 
students and parents alike. 

  
 

 
Breaking Local News! 
Brent Baker from Great Peoria Economic Development Council interviewed 
Christiana Aguirre and wrote a very nice article about SWE Central IL Outreach 
and all the inspiring work we have been doing with the kids!!! Thanks Brent for 
this opportunity to spread the news about SWE Central IL!!! You can read the 
article at:http://www.makeyourselfgp.org/empowering-youngwomen-to-pursue-
engineering-careers/ . The same article was published on the LPSD news 
website from Caterpillar Inc. 
 
 
  

 

 

New SWE-CI Member Spotlight: Anna Moon 
 
Why did you join SWE? 
  
I initially joined SWE as a freshman in college for the 
camaraderie with other female students going through 
the engineering program. I quickly learned how large 
the society was and that I had a lot of opportunities to 
get involved. I held 4 leadership positions in college, 
the most recent being director of a program that takes 
14 students overseas to India! When my time as a 
collegiate SWE member ended, it was an easy 
decision to want to get involved on the professional 

level, since there are so many professional development and networking opportunities. 
I also wanted to be able to stay involved in the outreach side of SWE. 
  
What were your expectations from this group? 
  
My expectations from SWE CI are to meet a lot of women in different stages of their 
careers that I can learn from, and to have professional development and outreach 
opportunities. 
  
A brief biography: 



  
I started at Caterpillar as an intern in summer 2015 and began full-time in August in the 
Engineering Rotational Development Program. My home group is in Medium Tractors 
on the large structures team, where I will eventually work as a design engineer. I'm 
from Charlevoix, Michigan and graduated from the University of Michigan in April with a 
BS in Mechanical Engineering. Go Blue! 
  
My last semester in college was dominated by travel planning (and senior design). I 
organized a 2 week trip to India in May for members of my collegiate section for 
outreach and cultural exchange experiences. We worked with a school in a rural town 
outside of Pune and implemented STEM activities and discussions. I learned so much 
from the kids, as well as the teachers, who we would have hours long discussions with 
about topics like women's rights, religion, and history in both of our countries. After the 
program, I spent a month backpacking in Europe and travelled to 10 countries. I really 
enjoy travelling to new places, learning about history and culture, and meeting people 
from around the globe. This makes me excited to work for Caterpillar since it is an 
international company! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Pathways Program: Hands on Career Class 
with 3D printers, CNC machines, robotics, 
pneumatics 
East Peoria Community High School is looking for volunteers to assist in their Career Pathways 
class.  Classes are held daily, 42 minutes each, 6 times a day, starting from 8:26-10:42 and then from 12:20-
2:30. Volunteers could come one class period a week or could stay for a few hours one day a week.  The 
students have a lot of questions, and just need assistance with direction, building and testing, and 
understanding terminology.  It's a pretty incredible opportunity for them to experience different fields of work 
and technologies. 



If you are interested in this great volunteering opportunity, please contact:  
 
If you are interested in this great volunteering opportunity, please contact: 
 
Josh Ames 
Pathways Lab 
East Peoria Dist. 86 
309.427.5254 

 
Illinois Math Academy:  Girls Who Code 
 
Starting in January, Illinois Math Academy will be adding an after 
school course for Girls Who Code.  They are in need of 1-2 
volunteers for 2 hours a week. The facility will provide all material 
including computers.  Girls Who Code is a plug and play project-
based curriculum that teaches girls to use computer science to 
impact their community. 
  
If you are interested in this great volunteering opportunity, please 
contact:  
 
Kathryn Eissfeldt 
Illinois Math Academy 
W (309) 692-8888 
C  (309) 648-7319 

 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed! 

 
WORK LIFE INTEGRATION: Prep, Freeze, Cook 
TUE | 11.15 @ 5:30 - 8:30 PM 
126 Walnut St, Washington, IL 61571 
 
OUTREACH: EveryDay Engineers - Brownie Program (Girl Scouts) 
SUN | 11.20 @ 6:00 PM 
Camp Tapawingo, Metamora IL 
Email the Outreach Committee (swe.ci.outreach@gmail.com) to volunteer.  
 
Work Life Integration: An Evening of Dinner and Shopping 
FRI | 12.09 @ 1:00 - 5:00 PM 
Flat Top Grill at the Shoppes at Grand Prairie 
RSVP: By Wednesday December 7th via https://goo.gl/3W7glY  
Contact Info: Fiona O'Laughlin at olaughlin_fiona_j@cat.com 
W 309-494-5925 C 309-265-8231 



 

 
FRI | 12.11 BY 5:00 PM 
Email Katie (ktfletch55@gmail.com) to submit Buzz news & updates. 
 
WORK LIFE INTEGRATION: Annual Members Brunch 
Save the Date 
SAT | 01.07 @ 10 AM 
 
FY17 Region H Conference 
March 10-12, 2017 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, MI 
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

 

  

 
 

 

  
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives.  
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