
 

This month:  "When I dare to be powerful, to use my strength in the service of vision, then it becomes less and less important 
whether I am afraid."  Audre Lorde 

View this email in your browser 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SWE: Be Bold for Change 
by Irma Khan, SWE-CI President 

 
March is National Women's History Month.  It's a time to 'join in 
commemorating and encouraging the study, observance, and celebration of 
the vital role of women in American history.'  As a focal point for this 
observance, March 8th was chosen as International Women's Day and the 
theme this year is Be Bold for Change.  
 
I am grateful to all the women before me that have sacrificed and advocated 
for women's rights. Because of their efforts, I am able to partake in the 
opportunities that I have today to work, vote, and prosper. I can never take that 
for granted. I am grateful to all the women engineers that have blazed a path 

for women in this field. They are the role models. Particularly, I am grateful to the group of 63 women that 
gathered in New Jersey in May of 1950 to officially form the Society of Women Engineers. To Dr. Beatrice A. 
Hicks, a cofounder and first President of SWE.  This was at a time when women were not welcomed into the 
profession, when less than 1% of working engineers were women.  This was a time when many engineering 
schools did not admit women and had no plans to enroll any female students. Today the Society of Women 
Engineers has grown to over 35,000 students, professional, and corporate members.  And it all started 
because a small group of women dared to be Be Bold for Change.  
 
March is a great time for SWE members to reflect on our rich history and be inspired to continue to affect 
change, volunteer, and continue to pave a path for the women that will come after us.    

 

 

 

 



Cast Your Nominations for Central 
Illinois SWE Positions  
(Last call is today, March 17th) 
Are you interested in joining or leading a committee for SWE Central IL? Or know someone who you think 
would be ideal for the role?   
 
This is a great way to gain or add to your leadership experience, bring new ideas to SWE, network, form 
friendships, and add to your resume/work goals. 
 
Positions run from July 2017 to June 2018. There are many options to match your interest areas and time 
availability. If you have questions, please ask the current chairs listed on our website, or contact anyone on the 
nominating committee!  Here you can also find a link to the descriptions of each committee. 
http://centralillinois.swe.org/committees.html   
  
Please nominate yourself and others for positions using this link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7nDnzpbeVWBnV_j6TOJyPwyuMkVE1wZIikWaaL9yRESvPsw/v
iewform?c=0&w=1 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
Great Opportunities for Continuing 
Education 
 
SWE National always offers Advanced Learning in many different forms. 
  
SWE Learning empowers women to succeed at every stage of their personal development and professional 
careers. We support the recruitment, retention and advancement of women in engineering through career 
resources, professional development and one-to-one networking 
opportunities.  http://advancelearning.swe.org/store/provider/provider09.php 

  
 

 



 
 

 

The Outreach Committee Has Done It Again 
City of Peoria Proclamation 

Award goes to SWE-CI 

Outreach 
On Feb 28th, Peoria City Mayor Jim Ardis 
presented a Proclamation to the Society of 
Women Engineers Central IL recognizing their 
accomplishments on promoting STEM among 
kids and youth of our community. Christiana 
Aguirre and Irma Khan attended the ceremony 
at the City Hall. Thanks to all our volunteers for 
another successful year! 

 

 

 
 

 

Outreach Update 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI: 4,354 students!   
 
Launch at Hickory Grove Elementary School 
This event is a showcase of exciting activities for the annual school fundraising event.  SWE Outreach took 
over the upstairs library with experiments ranging from solar toy cars, Artbots, LittleBits circuits, 3D printer 
demo (Thanks to Ian Aguirre for running the 3D printer for the kids), make your own helicopters and model 
truck and much more. There was also a launching station using ping pong balls and the 3D printed launchers 
available as souvenirs. Again, as always is the repeated theme throughout this intense month of events, we 
are supported by our wonderful volunteers. 
 



Special thanks go toChristiana Aguirre, 
Smitha Chirala, Ling Pan, Robyn Konen, 
, Manisha Prakash, Cindy Lv, Vyjayanthi 
Adivi, Kat Duffy, Megha Garg, Karen 
Raab, Ursula Towne, Chaitanya Rani, 
Veeranna Gowda, Maria Anton, Katie 
Lockhart, Kendra Willman, and Dunlap 
High School Robotics Team. 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
4H Clover Event 
On February 18th, SWE Outreach conducted two engineering workshops at the 4H Clover Clinic in ICC (East 
Peoria Campus). 170 students participated in the clinic with twenty kids from elementary and middle school 
ages attending our sessions. We started the sessions with a 3D Printer demonstration followed by the 
Marshmallow Challenge. The second session consisted of an engineering design challenge using Little Bits. 

 
 



Science Fair Judges at Daarul 
Ullom Islamic School 
 
February 18th, SWE-CI Outreach was invited to judge science 
projects from Middle School Students at Daarul Uloom Islamic 
School in Peoria IL.  The quality of their science projects was very 
impressive! Their science teacher, Mrs Rania Maoued is truly 
passionate about Science and has been doing a wonderful job 
with the students. After the science fair has ended, we were given 
a tour of the school. We visited the classrooms from pre-
kindergarten to high school, science lab, computer lab, 
gymnasium, cafeteria and common areas. It is a beautiful school 
and we were very honored to be invited to judge the kids’ projects. 
Keep up the good work, kiddos!!!  
 
 
  

 
 
Opportunity for High School Girls 
  
STEM Bootcamp 
The Society of Women Engineers-Central Illinois is partnering with University of Illinois Extension and Bradley 
University to offer a STEM Bootcamp on April 22nd at Bradley University from 10am-4pm.  The cost is only $5 
and is open to girls in high school (freshman-senior).  This includes snacks and lunch during the event and all 
supplies. Scholarships are available if youth are unable to pay the registration fee Registration is online at: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=15766 
 

 
 
  
  

 



 

New SWE-CI Member Spotlight: 
 
Robyn Konen 
  
Why did you join SWE?  
 
I first joined SWE my freshman year of college at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  I saw it as a way to 
meet new friends, who were in the same circumstance 
as me (a female in a male dominant field).  During my 
junior year, I had the opportunity to serve as our 
collegiate chapter President, which was one of my first 
leadership opportunities.  

  
After graduating college in Industrial Engineering and starting my career with 
Caterpillar, I was part of the Manufacturing Professional Development Program 
(MPDP) known today as LTDP.  Moving around was challenging to be fully involved in 
SWE, but I enjoyed volunteering with local chapters including the Solar SWE 
chapter.  Working in Decatur, IL for a few years, made it even more challenging 
because of the distance.  I was so excited to get back into SWE again after moving to 
the Peoria area a few years ago. 
  
This past year I joined the Outreach Committee because I like being able to help 
others learn through hands on activities.  Even though some events are as little as a 30 
minute activity, I often remind myself it is still more impactful than nothing.  I also enjoy 
sharing these activities with my nieces, who especially enjoy science. 
 
A Brief Biography: 
I grew up on a farm in south central Nebraska outside of a small town.  Growing up on 
a farm was an invaluable experience that taught me to not only work hard, but also 
learn hands on by doing manual labor.  Growing up in such a small community, I never 
knew any engineers.  My high school science teacher approached me about a summer 
engineering camp at Kansas State University.  After attending it, and working on some 
hands on projects with friends I made there, I had decided I wanted to become an 
engineer. 
  
In my 10 year career with Caterpillar, I have held various roles in supply chain and 
manufacturing including a manufacturing engineer and operations supervisor.  I also 
have experience leading cost savings projects within purchasing, and in my current 
role, leading the development of new supply chain tools using data analytics.   
  

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Vino Van Gogh    
On March 5th, the Work Life Integration committee organized are rather fun and artistic event.  SWE 

members gathered for a creative afternoon of painting with Vino Van Gogh. The 'Walk by the River' 

paintings were colorful, beautiful and unique.  Even non-experienced painters came out with a 

masterpiece.   
 
     
 
  

 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed! 

 
WORK LIFE INTEGRATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SPEAKER 

EVENT FEATURING:                  
DR. JAQUELINE QUINN 
ENV. ENGINEER AT KENNEDY SPACE CENTER 
MON | 04.24 @ 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 
Caterpillar Building LC 
501 SW Jefferson St. 
Peoria, IL 61605 



 

	

	
 

  

 
 

 

  
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives.  
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