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“I realized that if I was willing to step up and be in the spotlight, I’d
be able to make everyone else around me much more powerful as
well.”

– Alaina Percival, CEO, Women Who Code

View this email in your browser

A Note from the President
By Ursula Towne

Stop and ask yourself, “Why did you get into a technical career?” Was it an experience? A person who influenced you? Was it destiny? Seriously, for me, it was

my high school math teacher, Patricia Koch. I had in mind to track her down for this article, but it has been a seriously long time since high school and there are

an amazingly large number of Patricia Kochs in the United States. She saw something in me when no one else did. It was probably my adoration of

trigonometric proofs that tipped her off. Maybe she saw something of herself in me. Given my respect for her I can only hope so. She created opportunities that

my family could not. Without my math teacher I would truly not be where I am today. This really got me thinking about what influences young people to make

educational choices and so I started researching just that for this article. I am involved in a lot of stem outreach and I wanted to know why young people choose

the careers they do and how that works out for different demographics. I ran across some inflammatory articles, some hilarious articles, and some heavy-duty

research all trying to determine what will indicate how much a person will earn, what are the percentages of employment of men versus women based on

economic environment, and what is the real wage gap. Regardless of what you think about why things are the way they are I encourage you to check out some

of these links to get a better understanding of what other people are thinking. It is always good to get input from other sources even if you discount the

information.

https://www.listland.com/10-reasons-you-think-girls-are-bad-at-math-and-science/

http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/images/gender_paper.pdf

https://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/

https://www.forbes.com/sites/quickerbettertech/2015/03/16/the-real-reason-most-women-dont-go-into-tech/#1842122e6d7a

The article “10 Reasons You Think Girls Are Bad at Math and Science” was an eye opener. I was not aware of the fiendish plot of the Barbie Liberation

Organization to “…[tinker] with the circuit boards of Barbie dolls and GI Joe dolls…so that Barbie cried, ‘Vengeance is mine!’ and GI Joe said, ‘Let’s plan our

dream wedding.’ This message spoke loud and clear to toy producers all over the world.”

There is some intense number crunching in those pdfs though. In some ways this research makes me feel defeated. When I see graphs showing a direct

correlation between the income of parents and the income of their children, or joblessness rates based on economic environment repeat their message again
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and again in different ways in different regions in different studies, I feel like maybe all the work I do for stem outreach in underserved communities will be for

naught. Maybe I have no ability to influence the lives of those I interact with. But maybe I can be the Miss Koch for someone else. Maybe I can create an

opportunity where none existed before for just a few kids. Even if I am not affecting the numbers in the peak of a bell curve, I know that there are people existing

in those minimal percentages that maybe I can reach. Bright, caring kids exist in the thin lines and the droop of a graph who need exposure to lucrative,

technical careers they may never have thought possible. This helps them form their dreams, and it might just change the world.

 

“Don't let anyone rob you of your imagination, your creativity, or your curiosity. It's your place in the world; it's your life. Go on and do all you can with it, and

make it the life you want to live.”  - Mae Jamison

Leadership Introduction: Lisa Walliker
 

Hello,  SWE-CI! I am happy to be able to serve as treasurer for FY20/21. I’ve been involved in SWE

for a few years, most actively involved in the Professional Development Committee, so I welcome this

new challenge.

 

Professionally, I’ve been with Caterpillar for 15 years and am currently working in a Cost COE

Analytics team identifying cost reduction opportunities for Energy and Transportation Purchasing. I’ve

been lucky enough to have a variety of roles from Manufacturing Engineer and Operations Supervisor

to CPS Value Stream Lead and Six Sigma Black Belt. I enjoy being able to have to such a wide

variety of engineering experiences.

 

My family and I live in Washington. My husband is a Manufacturing Engineer at Caterpillar and our

three children are in 7th, 6th, and 3rd grade. They definitely keep us busy with sports, musical, and

scouting activities. I grew up in the Peoria area and come from a Caterpillar engineering family. Both

of my parents were engineers at Caterpillar (now retired) and so is my brother. My mom has also

been a long time member of SWE-CI so it is fantastic that I get to carry on the tradition. It’s great to

see how strong and active the SWE-CI chapter has continued to grow. I was lucky to grow up with several excellent engineering role models, and it’s exciting to

see how many role models we have now for our entire community through the SWE-CI members and leaders. I’m thankful to be a part of it all.

WE19 - Early Bird Registration Ends October 15th!

WE19 is happening November 7-9 in Anaheim, CA!
Join SWE for more than 250 professional development sessions to help you advance in your career. There will be leaders sharing their insights on
succeeding in engineering, and you can attend the top career fair for women in engineering. Consider signing up today!

More Information:https://we19.swe.org/

Register here: https://xpressreg.net/register/swec1119/landing.asp?sc=&aban=&hkey=&iq=&vip=&tm

Schedule of Events: https://we19.swe.org/attendee/conference-schedule/

September's Events
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Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers contributing their time to help SWE support successful events throughout September!
 
Girls Who Code
Our first Girls Who Code meeting host at Tri County Urban League was held Oct 1st. SWE member, Andrea Wackerle ran a snowball ice breaker activity that the
kids loved! SWE was asked to keep this program staffed with volunteers since it’s the only coding class in the 61605 area code. We meet Tuesday nights from
5:30-7pm, no hard core coding skills needed, just willingness to have fun. Please contact Karen Raab at raab_karen_r@cat.com for more information.

 
Big Tap Campout
SWE ran several science related experiments for 300 Girl Scouts at their Big Tap Campout September 28th. Thanks to Chris Stenger, Lisa Burt and Sandy
Foster for running their stations!

Discussion Panel: "It Takes a Village.. What if You Don't Have One?"
It is increasingly common for most people to move away from home for work, leaving many without an obvious support base. On October 7th, a panel of four
women spoke at the Peoria North branch library about integrating motherhood, intense travel schedules, entrepreneurship, and community service. Gina Guo,
Paroma Banerjee, Jamie Wentzel, and Rosalee Martinez-Weber opened up and shared a variety of perspectives on how they built their own villages, along with
tips for how those with demanding lifestyles can manage resources. For those who missed out and plan to go to the SWE conference in Anaheim, be sure to
attend on Thursday November 7th!

Dream Center Teen Teacher Program
The SWE-CI STEM Teen Teacher Program in collaboration with local University of 4-H Extension Office has begun the second year of after school science at
Dream Center Peoria. We welcomed back some familiar faces from our mentor group last year and have some new ones as well. Older students mentor
younger students ranging from 5 to 12 years of age in performing science experiments of all kinds. This year we kicked off with electricity generated by citrus
fruit, Snap Circuits tm, and of course slime.

We are looking forward to a great year having gotten some additional volunteers to help us make this event a great, consistent one for these kids. For
information on how you can be part of this year-long program, please contact Ursula Towne at swe.ci.outreach@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events
 
Outreach
Banner Elementary Fundraising Event - Volunteers Needed!
SWE-CI Outreach will have a booth with science experiments at Banner Elementary School, as part of its “Fun Run” fundraising event.

We are looking for volunteers to help us! Bring your kids along with you!

Date: Saturday October 19th

Time:  2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Location: Banner Elementary School - 12610 N Allen Rd, Dunlap, IL 61525

Contact Asha Pai (Pai_Asha_L@cat.com) or  Christiana Aguirre (Aguirre_Christiana_G@cat.com) for more information

Pre-Engineering classes
Nov 2, 2019 - Laser cutting using TinkerCad

Jan 11, 2020 - 3D printing using TinkerCad

May 9, 2020 - Electrical Circuit design using TinkerCad

All classes will be held at RiverCity Labs in Peoria, IL on Saturdays 10 AM-11:30 AM.

The charge is $5 per student.

Sign up via Facebook, or email classes@RiverCityLabs.space

Paypal payment (rivercitylab@gmail.com) should received one week before start of class.

The class can only have 20 students, but needs a minimum of 5 students.

Girls Who Code (GWC) - Peoria event
Volunteers needed!

Date: Every Monday, Sep 9th - May 19th

Time: 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Location: Illinois Math Academy (University and Pioneer Park)

Sign up here: https://www.illinoismathacademy.com/

Email Karen Raab (Raab_Karen_R@cat.com) for more information.  

Girls Who Code Club - Tri-County Urban League
Volunteers needed!

Date: Every Tuesday night, Sep 9th - May 19th  

Time:  5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Sign up here: https://www.illinoismathacademy.com/  

Email Karen Raab (Raab_Karen_R@cat.com) for more information.

Parent Resource   

Check out the Discover STEAM website and share it with any parents that would like to see their girls get involved! Discover STEAM is a collaboration among

several educational, non-profit, and commercial institutions in Greater Peoria. Our objective with this site is to aggregate and highlight STEAM activities across
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Greater Peoria.

https://www.discoversteam.org/  

Professional Development 
Spirit of Peoria Tour and Cruise
Join the Society of Women Engineers Central Illinois Section for a technical tour of the Spirit of Peoria followed by a sightseeing cruise of the beautiful fall

foliage along the Illinois River.

Date: Sunday, October 20th

Time: 1 - 3:30 p.m. [1 - 1:30 p.m. Technical Tour of the Spirit of Peoria; 1:30 - 2 p.m. Board Boat; 2 - 3:30 p.m. Sightseeing Cruise]

Location: Spirit of Peoria Dock, 100 NE Water Street, Peoria

Cost: Adults are $13 each, Children ages 4-15 are $6 each, and Children under 3 years of age are free

RSVP: By October 11th using https://tinyurl.com/y577tj5t

Hosts: Professional Development and Work Life Integration Committees

Work Life Integration 
Fall Pottery Event
The Work Life Integration Committee is hosting a Fall Pottery Event to allow our members a chance to socialize and paint a piece of pottery at the same time.

They will have Thanksgiving and Christmas pottery available so you can get a jump on your holiday decorating and/or gift shopping. This event is open to all

members and their guests. This will be an adult only event.

Date: Sunday, November 10th

Time: 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Location: Fired Up, 4532 N Prospect Rd, Peoria Heights, IL 61616, USA

Cost: Free for the 1st 18 members, $4 for Guest 

(Everyone will be responsible for the cost of their pottery this can range from $8-$40 depending on what you would like to paint)

RSVP: by Friday, November 1st at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094FA4AA29A1FB6-sweci

 

Caterpillar Mom's Network

The Caterpillar Mom’s Employee Network is a resource for all Mom’s who work at Caterpillar.  This group supplies Peer to Peer support to mom’s in all of life’s
twist and turns.  The 1st Wednesday of each month the group holds a support call to allow mom’s the ability to ask questions about a specific concern and also
discuss that months topic.  The group discusses topics for all ages groups and all situations.  To get involved in the Caterpillar Mom’s group become a member
of the Yammer Community HERE and get all the latest information or ask questions of the community.
 
If you have questions about the group please feel free to contact either Heather Ulrich (Ulrich_Heather@cat.com) or Stephanie Taylor.
 

SWEnext Award Winner - Aja Capel
Aja Capel is a SWENext Global Innovator Award winner.  She is from Central Illinois. Aja is one of only 5 SWENexters that will be honored during the WE19

Awards Banquet on Friday night, November 8th in Anaheim, California.

You can see her submission video here:

Congratulations Aja!!!
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SWE Award Winners
Congratulations to our 2019 SWE Award Winners!

Please help celebrate our award winners by buying a ticket to the awards ceremony dinner @ WE19 & updating the WE19 conference attendance spreadsheet!

UPCOMING SWE-CI EVENTS

Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing needed!
 
Banner Elementary School Fundraiser
Banner Elementary School - 12610 N Allen Rd, Dunlap, IL 61525
Saturday, October 19th
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Dunlap, IL

Spirit of Peoria Tour and Cruise
Spirit of Peoria Dock, 100 NE Water Street, Peoria
Sunday, Oct 20th
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Peoria, IL

CAT IGSTEM Day
Caterpillar Tech Center - Building TC-K
Wednesday, October 23rd & Thursday, October 24th
9:30 AM - 1:50 PM
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Girls Who Code (GWC)
Illinois Math Academy (University and Pioneer Park)
Every Monday, Sep 9th - May 19th
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Peoria, IL

Girls Who Code Club - Tri-County Urban League
Every Tuesday night, Sep 9th - May 19th  
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Peoria, IL

National Level - 2019 WE Annual Conference
November 7-9, 2019 
Anaheim, CA

 
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives. 
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