
 

This month: We hit the ground running this Fiscal Year with a Buzz newsletter makeover and a fun 
Membership Kickoff event! 
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 This new Buzz format difficult to read in Lotus 
Notes? Try viewing this email in your browser instead. 
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Welcome to Fiscal Year 2017  
by Irma Khan, SWE-CI President 
 

As the new President of SWE-CI, I am 
excited and honored to lead such an active, 
impactful, and enthusiastic SWE Section. I 
firmly believe our Section is a reflection of 
the strong direct engagement from our 
members & volunteers. There are so many 
ways to engage, by joining a committee, 
volunteering at an event, or discussing 
STEM options with a young student. Our 
members & volunteers are the backbone of 

our Section. I thank each of you for advancing SWE's missionto 
stimulate women to achieve full potential in careers as engineers 
and leaders, expand the image of the engineering profession as a 
positive force in improving the quality of life, and demonstrate the 
value of diversity.   
 
I'd also like to thank outgoing Section President, Jada Hoerr.Jada's 
dedicated leadership and undisguised passion has made a lasting 
impact on SWE-CI and on the Society at a global level. As a mentor, 
coach, and advocate for so many SWE members and professionals, 
she is a personal inspiration to me. I couldn't be more thankful for 
her guidance as I begin my journey as SWE-CI President. Jada will 
be continuing her leadership contributions at SWE-CI as the 
Advocacy Chair, along with seasoned leader Ranjani Rao, 
and new member Michael Modeer. Look forward to hearing from 
this 'Advocacy Trio' soon!     
 
Our Section is already off to a great start this year with several 

http://us14.campaign-archive2.com/?u=05767e7ecdda2ed8049620785&id=d644fb21a4&e=6af9b65e45
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outreach events planned and volunteer opportunities for you, 
including the Adopt-A School Program at Lindbergh Middle 
School and the upcoming GEMS (Girls Excelling in Math and 
Science) STEM workshop. On the professional side, the joint event 
with ASM & AFS on Sept 12th, featuring Debbie Aliya, on optimizing 
thinking skills, was very powerful. Not only do I learn a great deal at 
our professional development events, but the networking with other 
engineering societies and professionals in the area is amazing. 
Speaking of which, our Membership committee has organized a 
great kick-off event TOMORROW for SWE members 
and non-members. There you can learn more about maximizing 
your SWE-CI membership, meet the committee chairs, and enjoy 
appetizers. I encourage you to RSVP and bring along your friends 
for this event, especially if they are SWE first-timers!         
  
Here's to a fantastic new fiscal year for us!   
 
Pictured below: SWE-CI Executive Board 2017 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Holly, 
Mindy & Jeff! 
 
Three of our very own SWE-CI members have been recognized at 
the society level of SWE. This is quite an accomplishment and 
we’re honored to have them as active members in our section! 
 
Click on their names below to read their bios and learn more about 
their backgrounds and contributions.  
 
 



HOLLY TEIG 
Fellow Grade 
The Fellow Grade is an honor conferred 
on SWE members with at least 20 years 
of membership in recognition of 
continuous service to the advancement 
of women in the engineering profession. 
The ideal candidate will be a woman 
who has achieved professional 
excellence, while also making 
substantive contributions towards 
advancing the objectives and goals of 

the Society as stated in the bylaws. The candidate will also be 
a woman who has contributed significantly to the public’s awareness 
of engineering as a profession for women, and informing employers, 
the profession and the public of women’s contributions to the fields 
of engineering and/or engineering management.  
 
 

MINDY RAPP 
Prism Award 
The Prism Award recognizes a woman 
who has charted her own path 
throughout her career, providing 
leadership in technology fields and 
professional organizations along the 
way. The ideal candidate must 
demonstrate outstanding leadership in 
her organization, exhibit a clear 
understanding of how her career path 
contributed to her achievements, work 

to enrich the conversation of what it means to be a successful 
woman in STEM, and demonstrate activities supporting SWE’s 
mission, and have between fifteen and twenty years of experience. 
 
 

JEFF REDMON 
Spark Award 
The Spark Award honors a person who 
has contributed to the advancement of 
women by mentoring those around 
them.  The individual will have made a 
difference in the lives of many by 
affecting women at a variety of levels 
ranging from high school through more 
senior levels in relation to their position. 
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The Advocacy Committee 
needs your voice!   
 
There are many opportunities for us to engage in advocacy as it 
relates to the SWE Vision: to be the key to the success of women 
in engineering and technology. Therefore, we need your voice to 
help prioritize efforts and leadership for advocacy in Central Illinois. 
 
Share your voice by taking this short survey. Please share the 
survey link with friends who believe in the SWE vision as well! The 
survey will close mid-October and progress will be shared in 
upcoming issues of Buzz. 

 

 

 
 

 

Register Now: Early Bird 
Discount for WE16 
 
Early bird registration for WE16 ends Sunday, September 25. Save 
between $35 and $100 -- check out the agenda and register now! 

 

 

 
 

 

Speaking of WE16... 
 

 
 
‘Life’s variable. SWE’s your constant.’ – These are the mots juste 
of the Society of Women Engineers 2016 conference to be held 
from October 27-29 this year in the great city of brotherhood, 
Philadelphia. Over 9,000 engineers from various stages of their 
careers are expected to attend. 
 
The theme of the conference this year especially rings true in the 
light of all the career moves and flexibility that engineers have to 
lend themselves in this era. Consider WE16 as an opportunity to 
network, reach out, volunteer, learn and further enrich your 
perspective as an engineering professional.  Learn from leaders 
across industries to leverage best practices that can improve your 
performance. If you are interested in society leadership 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegjRA5Zis1zOJv48Rf32DL2y7OEcLi4FZqneQtBVUPkfjWMg/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://we16.swe.org/conference-agenda/
https://registration.experientevent.com/ShowWEC161/


opportunities, you will meet lifelong members and present leaders 
who can mentor you and guide you.  
 
SWE is offering great webinars for first-timers at WE16, including: 

• WE16 Orientation 
• What Not to Wear 
• Networking for Newbies 

If you are interested in attending and are interested in a slide pack 
to present a business case to a potential sponsor or a manager 
within your organization, please contact Sowmya Nagesh (FY17 
travel captain and section president-elect) or Cheryl Verbeke (The 
Caterpillar SWAT team coordinator). 
  
Ready to register? 

• $435 for SWE members (register by Sept 25 for Early Bird 
Discount) 

• Plus airfare, hotel, meals roughly $2,000-$2,500 
• Volunteers get discounts on registration - sign up to be a 

volunteer! 

Also... 
  

Save the Date: Region H 
Conference 
 
Also upcoming is the FY17 Region H Conference, March 10-12, 
2017 at University of Michigan, in Ann Arbor, MI. Registration 
planned to open late October. More details to come. 
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Outreach Update 
 
It's been a busy summer! Check out event photos in our full 
summer report. Thank you to our volunteers who helped make the 
events possible! 
 
Total Impact to Date for FY17 SWE-CI: 230 
students! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Makers in Motion STEM Camp – Kids learned about Engineering 
Design Process using Littlebit circuits! Thanks Sowmya 
Nagesh and Sarita Kuppili for leading this event! 
  

 

 

 
 

 

Adopt-a-School Program: 
Lindbergh Middle School 
Volunteers Needed 
Meet every third Tuesday of each month (Sept-May) during lunch 
with 6th-8th grade girls. Contact Gina Riley to volunteer! First 
meeting is Sept 20.  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tip: Import SWE-CI's Google Calendar -- no typing 

needed! 
 
NEW! SWE-CI Membership Kickoff 
Meeting / Casual Networking Event 

http://centralillinois.swe.org/uploads/2/0/2/4/20240365/sweci_outreach_committee_report_sept_2016_buzzv2.pdf
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TUE | 9.20 @ 5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Fieldhouse Bar & Grill 
Hang out, have fun, learn how to become more 
involved in SWE-CI! 
 
OUTREACH: Engineering Design Process 
Workshop with LittleBit Circuits (GEMS) 
(Girls Excelling in Math & Science)  
WED | 9.21 @ 4:30 - 6:00 PM 
Morton Public Library 
Email the Outreach Committee to volunteer.  
 
WED | 10.12 BY 5:00 PM 
Email Nikki Smith to submit Buzz news & updates. 
 
OUTREACH: Big Tap Campout at Tapawingo 
(Girl Scouts) 
SAT | 10.22 @ 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Camp Tapawingo, Metamora IL 
Email the Outreach Committee to volunteer.  
 
OUTREACH: 3D Printing Workshop (GEMS)  
WED | 10.26 @ 4:30 - 6:00 PM 
Morton Public Library 
Email the Outreach Committee to volunteer.  
 
WE16 NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
THU | 10.27 - SAT | 10.29 
Philadelphia, PA 
Contact Sowmya Nagesh (FY17 travel captain) 
orCheryl Verbeke (Caterpillar SWAT team 
coordinator). 
 
EveryDay Engineers - Brownie Program (Girl 
Scouts) 
SUN | 11.20 @ 1:00 - 5:00 PM 
Camp Tapawingo, Metamora IL 
Email the Outreach Committee to volunteer.  

 

  

 

Be sure to virtually (or in 
person) high five our new 
Section 
Officers & Committee 
Chairs! 

 

 

 

Heads Up: In order to 
establish ourselves as an 
official organization in 
Facebook Land, a new 
SWE-CI page is on the 
way. ETA October 15.  

 

 

 

VOTE: What do you think 
of the new Buzz format? 
Thumbs Up!  |  Thumbs Down 

 

 

 

 
 
Noticed SWE's New Logo & Branding?  
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This marks the first time in 65 years that SWE has made such a significant change! 
 
For the past 18 months, SWE has evaluated, researched and discussed the Society of Women Engineers 
brand. In May, SWE's Senate voted to adopt new branding. The new look of SWE reflects themodern, 
progressive and global organization that we are becoming. 
 
Watch the SWE logo introduction video to learn a little more about why we've evolved our brand. Please work 
with SWE-CI Communications Chair, Kirsten Mauritzson, if you have any promotional or presentation needs 
moving forward to make sure we reinforce our new branding.  

 
 

 

  
Missed an issue of our Monthly Buzz? Catch up with the Buzz Archives.  
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